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HIGHLIGHTS

1. This study is among the first Iranian investigations
simultaneously examining childhood abuse, so-
cial intelligence, and emotional maturity in juve-
nile sexual offenders.

2. The use of a matched control group of non-
delinquent adolescents provided a more robust
framework for identifying psychological factors
associated with sexual delinquency.

Introduction: This study aimed to compare child abuse, social intelligence, and emotional
maturity between sexually delinquent adolescents at the Juvenile Correction and
Rehabilitation Center of Khorasan Razavi, Iran and their non-delinquent peers in 2024.
Methods: A total of 40 adolescents were selected through convenience sampling and
completed the Child Abuse Questionnaire, Tromsg Social Intelligence Scale, and the
Emotional Maturity Scale (Singh & Bhargava). Data were analyzed using multivariate
analysis of variance via SPSS version 21.

Results: Significant group differences were found across all variables and subscales
(P<0.001). Delinquent adolescents reported higher levels of child abuse and lower levels of
social intelligence and emotional maturity compared to their peers.

Conclusion: Child abuse, social intelligence, and emotional maturity represent key
psychosocial factors associated with adolescent sexual delinquency. The findings highlight
the necessity of early psychological assessment, trauma-informed interventions, and
structured educational programs within correctional settings to prevent recidivism and
facilitate social reintegration. The study is distinguished by the simultaneous assessment
of these three constructs in an Iranian sample and the inclusion of a matched comparison
group, which enhanced the interpretability of psychological correlates of sexual offending.
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