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HIGHLIGHTS

1. Age cannot be used as an accurate and complete
criterion for the issue of "determining the crimi-
nal development" of children.

2. The component, place of residence, as well as
gender, can play a significant role in the likeli-
hood of children committing crimes.

Introduction: One of the most important issues raised in relation to children is the issue
of developmental delay and the criteria for its determination. Certainly, the inadequacy of
"age" as an accurate criterion for determining such a fact is a complex and multifaceted
process that requires measuring the child in various psychological domains.

Methods: The present study is a descriptive and cross-sectional study that measures the
level of criminal development in cognitive and psychological domains by examining all
cases of offenders under the age of 18 referred to the North Khorasan Forensic Psychiatry
Commission under the title "Criminal Development Assessment" over a three-year period.
Results: The results show that 74% of defendants under the age of 18 referred to the Mental
Commission lacked criminal development, while 26% of these defendants had sufficient
criminal development to be charged with a crime. It was also determined that of the
defendants whose criminal development was not verified, 59% did not reach sufficient
criminal development due to failure in the tests and interviews taken in the cognitive
domain, and 41% of them failed the psychological tests due to failure in their development.
Conclusion: What is clear and evident from the examination of the aforementioned issue is
the lack of proper functioning of the age criterion for determining the criminal maturity of
children, as 26% of those introduced to the commission, although they had not yet reached
the age of 18, were mature enough to be charged with criminal behavior. Another result
of the study is the prevalence of crime among male children compared to female children,
which reinforces the need for preventive measures against this gender (males).
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