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Aims Neck arteries dissection (carotid and vertebral) is known as one of the causes of stroke
which often occurs after a neck trauma. This study was a case report of a vertebral artery
dissection in a young woman following a neck manipulation in order to treat a headache by a
local therapist.

Patient Information The patient was a 27 years old woman with migraine headaches who
referred to the emergency department with decreased consciousness. The results of metabolic
and infectious examinations were negative, therefore brain imaging of the patient was
considered. Initial CT scan had no particular finding. Therefore, MRI was performed which
indicated acute infarction in the pons and cerebellum. MR angiography was performed to
examine the vascular system of the brain which determined the left vertebral artery occlusion.
CT angiography recognized vertebral artery dissection as the cause of vascular occlusion.
Detailed examination of the patient’s condition revealed that the patient experienced the neck
manipulation by a local therapist before referral to the hospital.

Conclusion Neck arteries dissection as one of the causes of neurologic deficit and decrease the
level of consciousness should be considered in patients with minor or severe trauma. After this
diagnosis, the existence of trauma in the patient examination should be considered. Trauma
may have a legal significance.
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