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HIGHLIGHTS

1. In 2005, the legislature, with the approval of
the Abortion Law, tried to moderate its absolute
criminality and in some cases decriminalized
it, but recently, a new wave has started against
abortion therapy, during which the Abortion
Law has been challenged.

2. If Iran’s criminal law and criminal policy
leads to the elimination of screening of preg-
nant mothers, we should expect its negative
consequences such as increasing illegal and
unsanitary abortions, increasing the death rate
of pregnant mothers and increasing the birth of
sick and disabled children.

Abortion, asachallengingsocialandmoral phenomenon, hasoccupiedthemindsofhuman
beings and governments since time immemorial. Today, we are witnessing the spread
of this phenomenon along with the development of societies, which has subsequently
led to different reactions of governments based on the adopted criminal policy. In this
article, while examining the course of legislative developments, the ruling approach
of Iran's criminal policy in the face of the phenomenon of abortion has been studied.
In the category of criminal policy, the response to the criminal phenomenon is either
in the form of repression or in the form of prevention. A penal policy that is limited to
repressive punishments will not be very successful; especially in the case of abortion,
which has one of the highest black numbers. Since Iran's criminal policy towards
this phenomenon is a penal-oriented approach and lacks a preventive attitude, along
with other social and cultural problems and economic problems, it has caused the
goals set by the legislature and the government in this regard not to be achieved.
After the Islamic Revolution, the crime of abortion and its rulings were written with
a strict look. Although with the passage of the Medical Abortion Law, the legislature
sought to adjust its absolute criminality, but in recent years, measures have been taken
to repeal or severely restrict this single article. Realizing this issue and considering its
negative consequences, Iran's criminal policy, at least regarding the phenomenon of

abortion, should be considered on the verge of a downward trend.
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